
WSP USA’s advisory services is one of the world’s leading professional services firms developing business 
and operational solutions in all areas of management, investment and development throughout the 
entire business life cycle. They provide cross-disciplinary strategies and solutions across energy, 
buildings, transportation, water and environment markets enable them to develop new and innovative 
approaches to solve clients’ most significant challenges.

Accelerator for America is a nonprofit providing strategic support to initiatives that connect 
people to fulfilling work & spark infrastructure development. They launch and replicate local 
initiatives to improve people’s lives in communities across the country by creating national 
change from the bottom up.  They have been working in partnership with the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors to help cities maximize the transformative potential of Opportunity Zones. 

John D. Porcari | PresidentU.S. Advisory Services directs the firm’s strategic consulting 
services across all market sectors, including buildings, transportation and infrastructure, indus-
trial and energy, and environment. He is responsible for integrating the firm’s technical expertise 
in planning, engineering, program/construction management and operations with the strategic 
thinking needed by owners, developers and operators to successfully deliver programs and proj-
ects. Prior to joining the firm he was deputy secretary at the U.S. Department of Transportation, 
serving as the chief operating officer for an executive branch department with a $77 billion annu-
al budget, composed of 10 operating administrations and 55,000 employees worldwide.

Mayor Quentin Hart asks you to attend critical presentations on the  
beneficial impacts of public and private investments in Waterloo’s  
three Opportunity Zones and how to ensure our residents, businesses,  
and community organizations benefit from the expected influx of investment.

Aaron Thomas | Director, Economic Development & Opportunity Zones Aaron is the 
Director of Economic Development & Opportunity Zones at Accelerator for America. He’s spent the 
majority of his career in investment banking, where he traded equity derivatives and facilitated 
equity transactions. More recently, he worked in middle-market private equity before pivoting into 
the public sector, first as a fellow in the California Senate and now with the Accelerator. He’s a 
graduate of Harvard College and received his MBA from Stanford’s Graduate School of Business.

Rick Jacobs|President & CEO
Rick’s career as a Fortune 500, government and non-profit executive underscores the Acceler-
ator’s mission to bridge the public and private sectors to connect people with fulfilling work. He 
served as Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti’s Deputy Chief of Staff and separately founded and is 
a board member of the Mayor’s Fund for Los Angeles, which in the past three years has raised 
$32 million to modernize government and support innovative strategies to connect youth with 
jobs and revitalize communities. After working at the Mayor’s office, Rick ran the successful 
Measure M campaign which generates $120 billion for construction and operations.
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Stuart Sunshine|Senior Vice President | Director, State and Local Government 
Affairs  Stuart helps develop and shape company strategy and activities related to state and 
local civic engagement and government affairs.   Prior, he served as Area Manager for WSP’s San 
Francisco Bay Area practice.  He is also a senior member of WSP’s national management con-
sulting practice, providing advice and solutions on management, operations, policy, and project 
development challenges for transportation infrastructure projects and systems.  Prior, he served 
in key transportation, operations and project management roles for three San Francisco mayors.



 BRINGING TRANSFORMATIVE ECONOMIC CHANGE TO WATERLOO

  
COMMUNITY SYMPOSIUM  

An Introduction to Opportunity Zones
7:45am - 10:00am  Law Court Theater 

What to expect:
   
• Overview of the federal Opportunity Zone provisions for investors and designation for communities

• Waterloo’s Three Opportunity Zones & Prospectus

• Special presentation - Accelerator for America, the visionaries helping cities create transformative 
change through Opportunity Zones

• Why the time is now for Waterloo to unlock transformative economic potential and create lasting 
change in our most overlooked areas

Space is limited so please RSVP for the Community Symposium at 
www.cityofwaterlooiowa.com/OZprospectus

PARTNERS & DEVELOPERS WORKSHOP
A ‘How to’ for Projects in the Zone

1:00pm - 3:00pm Schoitz Room

Topics:
• Best Practices – Developing Waterloo’s shovel ready projects
• Funding Mechanism –Connecting the dollars through philanthropy, local investors & developers
• City Policy & Practices
• Marketing Waterloo’s Opportunity Zones for outside investment

Space is limited so please RSVP for the Partners & Developers Workshop at 
www.cityofwaterlooiowa.com/OZprospectus
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The 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act created new tax incentives for investments made in Opportunity Zones to spur economic  
development and job creation by encouraging long-term investment in low-income communities nationwide. Opportuni-
ty Zones are census tracts that were determined by state executives to be the most in need of private investment. The  
Opportunity Zone designation encourages investment by granting investors extensive federal tax advantages for using their 
capital to finance new projects and enterprises located within the Opportunity Zones.
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